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12th April, and the King acknowledged it in a letter written with
his own hand :
The King to Asquith.
BlABEITZ.
April 19, 1910.
The King has received from the Prime Minister the draft of a Bill to
make provision with respect to the powers of the House of Lords in
relation to those of the House of Commons and to limit the duration of
Parliament,
The King notices that the date of this Bill is the first of this month.
All through the debates on the House of Lords resolutions the
fate of the Government was still in doubt, and as late as 13th April
Asquith telegraphed to the King's Secretary at Biarritz :
Asquith to the King.
" As result of Cabinet during last three days Government have resolved
to make no changes in Budget except purely formal ones and refuse
demand of Irish for reduced spirit duties. They will ask House of
Commons to pass Budget in every substantial respect in the same form
in which it was passed in the late House of Commons.
It is possible and not improbable that in consequence of this decision
the Irish Party will vote against the Government in the critical division
in the closure to the Budget on Monday next. If they do Government
will be defeated and crisis of extreme urgency will at once arise."
In the event these misgivings proved groundless, and Asquith was
justified in his belief that, when faced with the decision, the Irish
would not push their objections to the Budget to the length of
voting against it and displacing the Government. That danger, if
it ever existed, had passed on 20th April, when the Budget Bill was
introduced; and a week later it had passed through all its stages
and was read a third time by a majority of ninety-three, sixty-two
of the Irish voting with the Government. The next day (28th April)
it was accepted without a division by the House of Lords.
The Government could breathe again, but there was no disguising
the fact that it had lost prestige, and Parliament much of its
authority through the delays and uncertainties of these months.
For some time past it had become only too evident that the January
election would not serve for the Parliament Bifl as well as the
Budget; and knowing the King's mind, and feeling the insecurity
of the position, Asquith had given his supporters a further warning
on, this subject in the final debate on the House of Lords Resolu-
tions:
•u I think it is not only convenient but necessary to give notice to the
House and to the country, now that these Resolutions are passing into

